
 

 

 

COLLEGE & CAREER BULLETIN 

September 22, 2020 

Students, thank you for your warm welcome to MLHS!  I 

enjoyed speaking with some of you at the new 

counselor meet and greet.  If you have any college or 

career questions, please contact me at 

cnicholson@mlschools.org.  

 

UPCOMING MLHS EVENTS: 

September 23: In-school SAT, for registered Juniors & 

Seniors.   

October 1: Application Basics for Seniors at 7pm– for 

students with questions about Naviance and the 

Common Application.  This virtual presentation will be 

similar to what was covered in Camp College. Mrs. 

Nicholson will cover topics such as: requesting 

recommendations on Naviance, linking your Naviance & 

Common App accounts, and completing the FERPA 

waiver.  It will conclude with a Q&A session.  

October 7: College Q&A with Counselors, for Senior 

parents.  This event will be held virtually from 8:30-

10am.  A Zoom link will be shared before the event.  

October 8: Financial Aid Night at 7pm, hosted by Ed 

Zamora from Principia Prep.  This event will be held 

virtually. The presentation will cover the financial aid 

process and important items to consider while applying 

to college during the pandemic.  Students and parents 

from all grades are welcome.  Please register in advance 

for the session: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_SSxiXh

svRFerIVwrv9KX0A 

October 17: PSAT for registered Sophomores & Juniors.  

 

VIRTUAL COLLEGE VISITS: 

* Juniors and Seniors are encouraged to attend visits for 

any college/university that they are interested in.  This 

is a great way to demonstrate interest and learn more  

 

about the school.  Registration is available on Naviance, 

under the Colleges tab > Research Colleges > College 

Visits.  You must register 24 hours in advance.  Students 

will have access to the virtual meeting link (posted on 

the Naviance College Visits page) at least 15 minutes 

before the start of the visit.   

*Please be engaged during the visits: turn your camera 

on, make eye contact with the Admission Counselor, 

and laugh at their jokes (even if they’re corny)!  Avoid 

eating during sessions.  These representatives may be 

the first read of your application, so try to make a 

strong first impression! 

Check out the following schools visiting next week: 

 

*Missed a college visit?  You can find notes from the 

session on each college page in Naviance.  Look for the 

“Counselor Comments” section.  

Reminder: Students are responsible for requesting 

permission to miss class for a college visit.  You should 

email your teacher at least one day in advance.  We are 

no longer utilizing the print out passes; we trust that 

students will be responsible for this process. 
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HIGHLIGHTED VIRTUAL EVENTS: 

September 22: Montclair State University is conducting 

an information session for students from Morris County 

on 9/22 and 10/21 at 6pm.  Clink on these links to 

register for the September session and October session.  

September 23: Attend a virtual information session with 

Admission Counselors from Brown, Chicago, Columbia, 

Cornell and Rice.  Multiple dates are offered.  Register 

at https://exploringeducationalexcellence.org/ 

September 24: Join Columbia University, the University 

of Chicago, the University of Texas at Austin, the 

University of Michigan, and Yale University for a 

conversation about access and financial aid.  

Registration is available here.  

September 26: The College of New Jersey is hosting a 

virtual Open House.  Multiple dates are offered.  

Register at https://admissions.tcnj.edu/visit/lions-day-

open-houses/ 

September 29-October 9: Virtual College Exploration 

Week for NJ students.  Choose from 185 different 

presentations and information sessions, including 

“Meet the Big East Schools,” “A Taste of the South,” 

“Large Out of State Public Schools,” and “Affordability & 

Access at Rutgers.” Register for sessions at 

https://www.njacac.org/virtualfair/ 

September 30: Franklin & Marshall is hosting a weekly 

Webinar Wednesday series, covering a range of 

admission topics.  Staff from multiple colleges are 

presenting, including Case Western, UMass Amherst, 

and Fordham.  Registration is available at 

https://www.fandm.edu/admission/admission-

advice/webinar-wednesdays 

October 4-October 11: Attend Wellesley's Leadership 

Series, a free online series focused on amplifying your 

voice, empowering change, and redefining leadership.  

Registration is available for Juniors and Seniors here.  

October 5: Join members of the Barnard Admissions 

staff for a presentation designed to “Demystify 

Selective Admissions.”  Register at 

https://connect.barnard.edu/portal/collegeprep 

October 8: Interested in pursuing Dance, Music, 

Theater, or Musical Theater in college?  Attend the  

 

virtual Performing Arts Fair!  Multiple dates are offered.  

Register for the event here. 

October 13: Applying in the Time of COVID, 

presentation by Amherst, Bowdoin, Carleton, Pomona, 

Swarthmore, and Williams.  Register (and learn about 

their other events) at https://www.sixcolleges.org/ 

 

 

OTHER VIRTUAL OPPORTUNITIES: 

Barnard Bound: provides a taste of Barnard College for 

promising young women who are high school seniors 

and self-identify as students of color.  Registration is 

available at 

https://barnard.edu/admissions/barnardbound 

 

OTHER RESOURCES: 

10 Pieces of Essential Admissions Lingo, blog post by 

Tufts University 

Apps 101: The COVID-19 Section, blog post by Tulane 

University 

How to Write an Effective College Essay, video by 

Northwestern University  

Our Top Ten Application Tips for 2020, blog post by 

Tulane University 

Researching Colleges When You Can’t Visit, video by 

Northwestern University 

Shaping Your College List, blog post by Tufts University 

The College Admission Brief, podcast series by Georgia 

Tech Admissions 
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TESTING UPDATES: 

Even more schools have gone test-optional: two-thirds 

of four-year colleges and universities are test-optional 

for Fall 2021 admission.  See an updated list at 

https://www.fairtest.org/ 

Concerned that schools aren’t truly test-optional?  The 

National Association for College Admission Counselors 

(NACAC) put out a statement, asking colleges to affirm 

that they will not penalize students for the absence of a 

standardized test score. Over 500 colleges have signed 

it.  You can see the full statement here.   

 

SENIOR CLASS: 

* Last week, seniors were sent a copy of their transcript 

and a release of records form.  This form authorizes 

Guidance to release your transcript information to 

colleges.  Please review both documents and email a 

signed copy of the form to your counselor.  

* The Transcript Request Form will be sent to seniors 

this week.  Please complete the document and send it 

back to your counselor at least 3 weeks before your first 

college deadline.   

* If you have not completed the Student Brag Sheet for 

your counselor recommendation, please do so as soon 

as possible.  This can be found on Naviance in the About 

Me tab > Surveys.   

* Make sure that your parent/guardian has completed 

the Parent Brag Sheet, available in the parent account 

under the About Me tab > Surveys > Surveys Not 

Started. 

* Need help? Here are some of the things that Mrs. 

Nicholson can assist you with:  

- Finalizing an appropriate list of colleges 

- Preparing for interviews 

- Brainstorming, reviewing, and revising college essays 

- Reviewing and editing applications 

Email Mrs. Nicholson at cnicholson@mlschools.org to 

set up an appointment.  

 

 

 

If you have any questions, concerns, or want to 

schedule an appointment to discuss college and 

career questions, please contact Mrs. Nicholson at  

cnicholson@mlschools.org or (973) 334-8580 ext. 

5243.   
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